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ABSTRACT

In the wake of economic and social change in Japan, several
lifelong learning initiatives have been implemented. Structural changes such
as internationalization, the coming of the information age, and the .
maturation of Japanese society caused the formerly homogeneous society to
become more flexible, paving the way for lifelong learning. Additional
changes included a shift in the majority of employment from full time to part
time, and educational reform. Japan is also attempting to get the family more
involved with children's learning in order to foster unity and individuality.
The Ad Hoc Council for Educational Reform helped move lifelong learning from
the conceptual to the policy stage in the late 1980s. The 14th Central
Council for Education submitted a report titled "Basic Maintenance for
Lifelong Learning," which outlined needed reforms. This gave rise to the
Lifelong Learning Promotion Act, which legally established the Council's
recommendations. The Education Administration will lose its autonomy and be
gradually subsumed by the General Administration. In addition, local bodies
will be prevented from participating in the lifelong learning system, but the
private sector will be encouraged to participate. Lifelong learning has taken
great strides in Japan, and can be used as a developmental model for other
Asia Pacific economies. Contains 20 references. (YKH)
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and communities being aware of their educational responsibilities, and each glv

ing of its wisdom and power to create new places to learn and grow) (Origiﬁ'
paper). Tokyo: Keizai Doyukai.

Kyotku Kibon Ho (Fundamental Law of Education). March 31, 1947.

Lifelong Learning Sub-committee, Central Council for Education (Shogai Gakushu ni
kansuru Shoiinkai, Chuo Kyoiku Shingikai). (1989, October 31). Shingi Ketka
Hokoku (Progress report on our discussions) (Original Report). Tokyo: Chuo
Kyoiku Shingikai.

Nibon Kyoiku Shimbun.(May 12,1990).
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